
            BRANDON ELEMENTARY BUGLE 
August 2024 

1st Day of School for 
1st - 4th Grade  August 21 

 Jr. Kdg & Kdg. 1st day ~  August 23 
School hours 8:10-3:00    ~  1st Bell at 8:00 
Open House: Aug. 19 ~ 5:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 

Jr. Kdg. & Kdg. Open House by appointment  
on August 21 or August 22. 

 

Welcome to Brandon Elementary 
As we begin a new school year, I thought it would be helpful to provide some im-

portant information. We would like students to arrive NO EARLIER than 7:30 

a.m., as that is when we will have staff supervision. If you absolutely have to be 

here between 7:00 and 7:30 your child must be dropped off at the front/north 

door. This applies for ALL grade levels.  They will then come to the commons to 

wait until 7:30. 

 

BUS PICK UP AND DROP OFF will be at the WEST SIDE of Brandon Elementary. 

 

If your student arrives between 7:30 - 7:59, and not eating breakfast at school, 

they should go directly to their playground area to play. We have out first bell or 

(come inside bell) at 8:00. 

 

Students can be dropped off/picked at the North or South doors. Please teach 

your child where they will be picked up each day if they are a car rider. Also, it 

is very important to be consistent with your child/children’s pick up spot.  

 

We will have adequate staff to help the students get to where they need to be in 

the morning and at the end of the day.  

 

ALL parent pick ups at the end of the day will also be on the north or south en-

trance.  NO PARENTS ARE TO PICK UP OR DROP OFF ON THE WEST SIDE OF  

BRANDON ELEMENTARY. (Exception: a.m. Jr. Kdg. or a.m. ECH. 

 

If your child walks or rides their bike to school that is not a problem. All bike 

riders will need to use the north/front bike racks, or there is one small bike rack 

by door #7 (south end of BE) If your child(ren) arrive between 8:00 - 8:10, they 

will go directly to their classroom.   

4th grade helpers will be wearing Dr. Suess hats and will help the students. They 

will be posted throughout the building and at the north, south and west entrances. 

 



FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL IS ON WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 21st  FOR 
GRADES 1-4  
 
FIRST DAY FOR JR. KDG AND KINDERGARTEN IS FRIDAY,  
AUGUST 23. 
A.M. JR. KDG. 8:10-11:00 
P.M. JR. KDG 12:10– 3:00 
WELCOME BACK TO BRANDON ELEMENTARY 
A GREAT PLACE TO BE! 



FAMILY ACCESS UPDATES 
 

Every school year, the Brandon Valley School District requires parents to review and 
update student information.  These updates are completed in your Family Access ac-
count. 
 
If you need the login or password for your Family Access account, contact your 
building secretary or the BV Administration Center.   
 
Please complete the Family Access updates for each student by  
Friday, September 6, 2024.   
 
HOW TO COMPLETE FAMILY ACCESS UPDATES: Visit the BVSD district website 
at: 
https://brandonvalley.k12.sd.us/district/home.htm 

 
 
 

When you send lunch/milk money with your child please be sure 
to put it in an envelope with your child’s first and last name and 
teacher’s name, marked lunch money. This will ensure it getting 
to the right place.  
Thank you for your help!

Breakfast is served before the bell, however for those who did not 
get an opportunity to eat prior to arriving at school we do offer a 2nd 
Chance Breakfast. The breakfast meets all nutritional guidelines, 
typically prepackaged items. Students who eat breakfast at school 
can only eat 1 breakfast and we would encourage you to discuss 
with your child if you will allow him/her to participate. 2nd Chance 
is open to anyone and you do not have to sign up for this.  

2nd Chance Breakfast Information 



 

EARLY CHILDHOOD INFORMATION 
1ST DAY OF SCHOOL FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD STUDENTS IN ON 
MONDAY, AUGUST 26TH. 
NO SCHOOL ON MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 2ND (LABOR DAY  
HOLIDAY) 

EARLY CHILDHOOD SCREENING WILL BE HELD ON  
SEPTEMBER 26TH, FROM 8:30 A.M. - 8:00 P.M. 
PLEASE CALL THE SPECIAL SERVICES OFFICE AT 605-582-
3446 TO SET UP AN APPOINTMENT. 
** THIS IS NOT KINDERGARTEN SCREENING. KDG. 
SCREENING WILL BE HELD IN MARCH 2025 





PICTURE DAY IS ON SEPTEMBER 24. PICTURE MAKE UP DAY 
IS OCTOBER 29.  











CHAIN OF COMMAND 
The staff at Brandon Elementary care about each and every student. We 
have established this chain of command for our students. We find it to 
be the quickest and most effective way to resolve a concern regarding 
your child.  
This chain of command allows us to address it at the most direct level. 
We appreciate your partnering with us to encourage your child to follow 
the chain of command. This will empower them to resolve concerns. 
 
1. Me, Myself and I 
 
2. Outdoor Supervisor 
 
3.Teacher 
 
4. Principal 
 
5. Parent 

Welcome to  
Brandon Elementary 
We are glad you are here! 



REMINDERS 
The first day of school for  

Jr. Kdg. and Kindergarten is on Friday, August 23rd. 
Grades 1st - 4th start on August 21st.  

There is NO SCHOOL on  
Monday, September 2nd. 

WHERE DO I PICK UP MY CHILD? 
If you pick up your child(ren, you will need to do so 
at the North End (door#1) or South End (door #7).  
The BV busses will  be picking up students on the 

west side of Brandon Elementary.  
You will be able to pick them up, or drop them off in the north park-
ing lot, or the south pick up area. It is very helpful for your child to 
know which is which. This might be a helpful hint. You could tell 

them either by the flagpole, NORTH Entrance, or by the  
BIG GUMDROPS, SOUTH entrance. 

BREAKFAST, 2nd CHANCE BREAKFAST and 
LUNCH are all served on the first day of school 
(August 21st).  

WELCOME BACK TO 
SCHOOL 





FAMILY ACCESS UPDATES 
 

Every school year the Brandon Valley School District requires parents to review and update student in-
formation.  These updates are completed in your Family Access account. 
 
If you don’t have a Family Access account, contact your building secretary or the BV Administration  
Center to create one.   
 
Please complete the Family Access updates for each student by Friday,  
September 6, 2024.   
 
HOW TO COMPLETE FAMILY ACCESS UPDATES:   

To review and update student information, log onto your Family Access account 
(brandonvalleyschools.com, Skyward tab), and select the “Family Access Update” tab on the left
-hand menu.  Even if your information hasn’t changed from year to year, you still need to con-
firm that it is correct (bottom of each page).   

 
Free and Reduced Applications 
The application for free and reduced meals for the 2024-2025 school year is available now.  
This application process will also be submitted online through Family Access instead of complet-
ing a paper application.  You can access the application while completing the Family Access Up-
date, or you can select the “Food Service” tab in Family Access. 

 
Computers will be available in all schools and the BV Administration Center for families to use through-
out the school year.    
 
The Brandon Branch of the Siouxland Public Libraries (located at the Brandon Valley High School) also 
has computers to use if you have a library card (library cards are free for Brandon and Minnehaha Coun-
ty residents).   

Parents/Guardians, 
During the school year I will send 
out various emails through Skyward 
messenger to inform you of a variety 
of information. You will be able to 
reply to those emails if you should 
happen to have any questions. This 
will also be a way that I communicate any fire 
or tornado drills that we have during the school 
year.  

Staying connected  throughout the school 

http://www.brandonvalleyschools.com/


SCHOOL HOURS 
On the first day of school there will be 4th grade student 
helpers throughout the building, INSIDE AND OUTSIDE. They 
will be wearing Dr. Suess hats and nametags. They are happy 
to help parents/students.  
All Students, Kindergarten - 4th grade begin their day at 8:10 a.m. and 
end at 3:00 p.m.  Our 1st bell rings at 8:00 and students are brought in to 
begin preparing for the school day.  The 2nd bell rings at 8:10. After 8:10 your child would be 
marked as tardy. 
Jr. A.M. class attends from 8:10-11:00. The Jr. Kdg.P.M. class attends from 12:10 - 3:00  
If your child should arrive late on any school day they should stop in the office to receive an 
admit slip before going to their classroom. If you are arriving late you will need to enter 
door #1 (north entrance by the flagpole) 
 

 
VISITORS 

For the safety and security of guests and students,  ALL visitors must check in at the 
office. There is a buzzer system to gain entrance to the office. Please push the buzzer 
and I will let you in as soon as I can.  ALL OUTSIDE doors are locked at 8:10 and will re-
main locked all day. Entry to the school will be through the  secured entrance at the 

North end only.  Visitors are asked to refrain from coming to lunch with their child(ren) for 
the first 3 weeks of school. This gives students and staff time to establish a routine.  

 
ATTENDANCE 

Parents are required to call the office in the morning (prior to 8:30) if 
your child will be absent from school.  If a call is not made, the office will 
attempt to contact a parent at home or work. If you are taking a vacation 
during the school year please notify the office of the days your child(ren) will gone.  Children 
coming in late or leaving early due to an appointment are required to check in at the office 
upon arriving or before leaving the building. It is VERY helpful if we know ahead of time if 
your child would be leaving early. 
 

 
BREAKFAST/LUNCH ACCOUNTS 

Deposits can be made into your child’s food service account the evening of open 
house or anytime before the first day of school.  The price for breakfast this year 
is $2.05 and serving begins at 7:40 each morning.  Lunch prices this year are 

$3.05 for students and $5.10 for adults.   If your child chooses to have milk in the morning 
for break, it’s $.40, snack is $1.00. If your child chooses to have 2nds on a food/beverage 
item, there will be a fee for this. We ask that you maintain a positive balance in your food 
service account.   As you send in lunch money throughout the school year, please place it in 
an envelope with your child’s name, teachers name and indicating  that it is  
“LUNCH MONEY”.     



 

 
 
 
 

IN-TOWN BUS PASSES/BUSSING NEEDS OR QUESTIONS 
Bus passes are sold through the Transportation Office located at 812  
Redwood Blvd. During the school year if you have bus route changes or  
questions regarding your child’s transportation please contact David, Maggie, 
or Laurie at 605-582-3514.                                                                
 
 
 

 
SCHOOL PICTURES 

Brandon Elementary will have school pictures taken on  
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24th for Early Childhood—4th The pictures 
will be taken by Photography by Mark.  Re-Take day is Tuesday, 
Oct. 29th.  
If you do not wish to place an order, we ask that your child’s  

picture still be taken in order to be included in the yearbook.  Questions  
regarding your school pictures? Photography by Mark can be reached at 605-
362-9221. 
 
 

 
 

PRESCRIPTION MEDICATIONS 
If your student will be receiving prescription medication during 
the school day, we are requesting that this medication be brought 
to the nurse’s office PRIOR to the first day of school.  The medica-
tion must be accompanied with the Medication Consent Form, 
signed by the attending physician and the parent/guardian.  Medi-
cations WILL NOT be administered unless the guidelines are in full compliance. 
Forms can be found online at the Elementary website, http://
brandonvalley.k12.sd.us/district/home.htm     
Nurse’s office phone: 605-582-3642 



COMMUNICATION 
 

Communication is one of the key components to the success of any school.  We know that 
for many of you, e-mail is one of your primary communication tools so this year we would 
like to continue our use of e-mail as a method of communicating with you.   Along with 
email directly from the school office/Sandy Cummings, School Messenger (Telephone notifi-
cation service from the BV District office) to send out reminders about upcoming school 
events, changes in the schedule, and much more!  E-mail addresses will be made available to 
teachers who wish to make a distribution list to keep parents informed about upcom-
ing events in their classrooms.  We will not be sharing this information with anyone 
outside of the school.  Other important communication tools provided by the school 
district include (http://brandonvalley.k12.sd.us/district/home.htm).  Family Access is availa-
ble for those that wish to stay current on their child’s grades, attendance, and lunch  

accounts.  If you have not set up your Family Access account, please call the office 
and do so.  The district has the Brandon Valley Student Handbook online.  
 

 
PARENTS RIGHT TO KNOW 

The federal education law called the Every Student Suc-
ceeds Act of 2015 requires that all parents in a Title I 
school be notified and given the opportunity to request infor-

mation about the professional qualifications of class-
room teachers instructing their child.  If you are inter-
ested in this information, you may send your request to 

the building principal who will provide a response.  
Upon request, any patron of the district may review a copy 
of the NCLB State Reports. Brandon Valley School District’s 
accountability and  
assessment reports can be reviewed in the following offices 
between the hours of 7:45 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. during all work 
days:  Office of the Superintendent,  
Office of the Director of Special Services and all Building 
Principals’  
Offices.  Website links of the same information are also 
available: http://brandonvalley.k12.sd.us/district/
home.htm  and http://doe.sd.gov/reportcard/index.aspx . 
 

http://brandonvalley.k12.sd.us/district/home.htm
http://brandonvalley.k12.sd.us/district/home.htm
http://doe.sd.gov/reportcard/index.aspx


 

                                   
 

Birthday Book Club 
 

 
Brandon Elementary is pleased to announce the 20th year or our Birthday Book Club. This is a VOLUNTARY  
program designed for parents to recognize their child’s birthday and to add some additional books to our library. Here 
are the key facts: 
At least two weeks prior to your child’s birthday, please bring the book to the office. This allows the staff ample time 
to process the book for our collection. On your child’ birthday, a special announcement will be made  
recognizing their birthday. There will be a notation in the book indicating who donated the book and noting your 
child’s birthday.  
The birthday student will be the first one to check out their book. After that, the book will be added to the library. 
To allow for the wear and tear of a book in our library, a book for the library collection must be a hard back book. If 
you donate a paperback book or a “Golden” book, it will become part of the collection in your child’s classroom. 
Please make sure that the selected book will be appropriate for all students. It is important to respect our sprit of di-
versity so religious or inappropriate subject matter should be avoided as you make your book selection. 
To avoid the endless marketing of toys and movies, we prefer NOT to have books that reflect a recent movie or  
action figure. 
If you have any questions about what book to select, please feel free to contact the office and we will offer  
suggestions. 
Please remember that this program is voluntary and you are not expected to provide a book. 
REMEMBER: Please bring the book to the office two weeks prior to the birthday so that is can be processed. 
Thank you for your support of this program! 

                                                                                             
============================================================================= 

 
 

Delta Dental Accident Plan 
In the past we have sent home the Delta Dental Accident Plan with the students. Again this year, Delta Den-
tal of South Dakota has decided to discontinue this method of distribution. The plan will be offered but ap-
plications will be available online at the Delta Dental website, www.deltadentalsd.com 

http://www.deltadentalsd.com/


MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE LIFE OF A CHILD. BECOME A MENTOR! 
 

Brandon Valley School District, in partnership with 

Lutheran Social Services, is looking for volunteers 

to mentor students in the Brandon  

Valley Public Schools. Mentors and students meet at 

school for one hour per week and enjoy a variety of 

activities, such as playing board games, reading 

books, shooting hoops or simply eating lunch and 

talking. Many mentors choose to volunteer over their 

lunch hour from work. It’s a small time commitment that can make a 

lifetime of difference! 

 

To learn more, contact the School-Based Mentor Program: 

605-221-2403 | mentoring@lsssd.org | www.mentoring.lsssd.org 

LUNCH ACCOUNT MONITORING 
 
The office staff does not have access to view your child’s 
balance in lunch accounts. Please be sure to sign up for Family 
Access to be able to view your child’s lunch account and more. 
Please call Sandy at 582-6315 to get set up for this very  
valuable tool. 

The importance of  breakfast 
 

We ask you to make sure that your child has breakfast either at home 
or at school prior to the school day starting. We will still have a milk 

break for the students if they choose to have milk.  
Milk is $.40 each day.  

There WILL be breakfast on the 1st day of school. 



 

 HEALTH NOTES FROM THE SCHOOL NURSE 
Jacque Terveer, RN 

 
Welcome back! We hope you have had a fun and restful summer and are 
ready to return to the daily routine of school. 
There have been an increasing number of problems with students in K-12 
carrying medications (prescription and over-the-counter medications) on 
school property.  This has become a major safety concern and we need 
your help to address this problem.  Medications have been found on the 
bus, in the hallways and classrooms, as well as outside on school 
grounds.  Our policy remains that students cannot carry medication with 
the exception of emergency medications (i.e. epi-pens, inhalers, diabetic 
supplies). 
 
If your student needs to take medication at school: 
 

A parent must bring medication to school and complete the proper paperwork.  
Do not send medications with your child to school.  Forms can be found in each 
school office or on the school website under the parent tab, and then click on 
school nurse. 

 
Medications must be provided in the original medication bottle that is properly la-

beled with the medication and the child’s name. This includes prescription and 
over-the-counter medications. 

 
Unused medications must be picked up by a parent on the last day of school.  Any 

medication left at school after the last day will be properly disposed. 
 
As stated in the Student Handbook: 
Any student found to have any medication in their possession or sharing of any medi-
cation on school property may face serious disciplinary actions which may include ex-
pulsion. 
 
If your child will require medication or a diet modification next year, appropriate forms 
should be completed and returned to the office by the first day of school. These forms 
are available in the school office or can be downloaded from the school website, http://
brandonvalley.k12.sd.us/ Select Parent Resources from the menu on the left, then 
click on School Nurses. 
 
Thank you for helping keep all of our students safe! 
Nurse’s office phone: 605-582-3642 



AFTER SCHOOL MESSAGES 
 
Please make every effort possible to discuss after 
school plans with your child before leaving for school 
in the morning. If there are different arrangements in 
how your child we get home at the end at the end of 

the day, PLEASE be sure to notify the teacher with a note or an  
e-mail. If we do not have a note the child will take their normal 
way home/daycare. This also helps eliminate confusion at the end 
of the day. At times we run into the problem of students missing 
the bus due to trying to make last minute plans.  
*****IMPORTANT NEW INFORMATION: 
Due to time restraints, end of the day messages must be called in 
NO LATER than 2:45. This allows staff time to deliver messages 
to our students. Thank you for your cooperation.  

SCHOOL DISMISSAL 

The school day ends at 3:00 p.m. After school supervi-
sion ends at 3:15 p.m. each day. All students must be 
picked up by this time, unless prior arrangements have 
been made with the office. Please consider after school 
care for your child/children if they can not be picked up 
by 3:15.  
Thank you for your cooperation. 

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS 
Brandon Elementary: 582-6315 ~ sandy. Cummings@k12.sd.us 
 
Early Childhood/birth to 3: 582-3446 
 
Transportation: 582-3514 
 
Brandon Valley Intermediate School: 582-6035 
 
Brandon Elementary Nurse’s office: 582-3642 
Jacque.terveer@k12.sd.us 
 
Child Nutrition Office: 582-3926 












